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Report through July 31

The attached report contains materisl that, as you vill see,
should be considered highly confidential and receive the mini-
mum of circuletion, However, you may want some of the other.
principals of the Tobacco Industry Research Committee to see
or have a copy., Should you desire +o make copies available to
n few, it is suggested that you append a note to the front of
the report to this effects

"he attached report is highly confidentalel, It is requested
that you retain 1t only for your personal consideration and for
that of your immediate associates; also that no additional coples
be made and that this copy not be placed in files.

“When I eassumed the chairmanship of the Tobacco Industry Resgearch
Committee, I ssked for a detailed report from public relationa
counsel in order that I could be fully informed on the public
relations and information program to date,

"Ag T read 1it, it cecurred to me there would dYe merit in bringing
the report to your attention so that you could gain a closer ac-
quaintanceship with this extensive program, I am sure that you
will agree with my opinion this 1s a highly confidentiel report.
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CONFIDENTIAL Archives Division

TO: - T, V. Hartnett, Chairman
Tobacco Industry Research Committee
FROM: Hill end Knowlton, Inc.

SUBJECT: Report of Activities through July 31, 1954

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES

The functions of public relations counsel have been threefold:

(1) Over-all policy guidance and programming; (2) gdministration of Committee af-

fairs; and (3) public and press relations and contacts. Since these functions
frequently overlap, there can be no clear-cut delineation of aétivitieé-into these
three categorlies. In the first gection of this report, "Summary and Background,"
the historical approach 1s taken. In the second section, "Other Public Reiations

Activities," a toplcal presentation is used.

SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND

In mid-December, 1953, executives of leading tobacco companies decided

gome kind of Joint action was imperative in the face.of widely publicized attacks

“alleging a link between cigarette smoking and lung cancer, Repreeentatives of Hill

and Knowlton, Inc., were invited to meet with these executives for consultation on
ways and means of dealing witﬁ the problem,

At this first meetiﬁg, it was agreed that the wisest course of action
would be for the industry to find out, through objective research, what truth there

was, if any, in the charges being made against it. Mr. Eill stated it would be a
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serious public relationswmistake for the industry to meke any move that could cause . . .

it to be accused of disregard of people's health and under no circumstances could
the industry sfford to engege in direct controversy with its detractors. With the
acceptance of these principles, Ei11 and Knowlton, Inc., was asked to recommend a

program to implement them,

Rz St

EE

4908.01








































































