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Here finally is a re-draft of the Q & A booklet.

T am still not satisfied with tﬁe handling of questiocns
3 through 8, which obviously is the most difficult and

most important part of the booklet. Any suggestions on
these questions and answers will ve greatly appreciated.

The other questions deal primarily with information
concerning the Committee and the research program
which we have handled before.
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QUESTIONS and ANSWERS Geliee

1. Q. What is the Tobacco Industry Research Committee?

A, This group is sponsoring independent scientificvresearch into
various aspects of tobacco use and health., The Committee (TIRC) is made
up of representatives of tobacco growers organizations, tobacco warehouse-
men associations, and tobacco manufacturing companies. Through TIRC, these
member groups put up funds for carrying on the rgsearch program developed

by independent qualified doctors and scientists,

2, Q. Why was T.I.R.C, formed?

A, At its formation, the mémbers said: "We accept an interest in
people's health as a basic responsibility, pafamount to every other con-
sideration in our business.," This was in response to widespread publicity
given to reports that cigarétte smoking might be partly linked with recent
increases in the number of reported cases of cancer of the lung. Though
many scientists question the significance of such reports, the Tobacco
Industry Research Committee pledged its support to research that would help

develop the facts as quickly as possible.

3. Q. Is lung cancer actually on the increase?

A. The number of reported cases has risen éharply in the past 25
years, There is considerable disaegreement over how much of the increase
is real and how much is a matter of better diagnosis and reporting. It
is pointed out that there are more doctors now diagnosing the diseases;
that there are more accurate methods of recording deaths; that many deaths
in previous years that were blamed to other respiratory troubles may have
been really due to cancer of the lung that was unrecognized at the time

because little was known of the disease, The rapid increase in population
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of people 50 years or more old 1s cited as responsible for about 50 per-
cent of the recent reported increase, since lung cancer is primarily a
disease of this older age group.
Regardless, there is reason for serious study of the prevention

of cure of lung cancer, just as there is for all cancer. Lung cancer is

given as the cause of one-twelfth of all cancer deaths,

4, Q. How meny lung cancer deaths are there in'this country?

A, Iast official government statistics showed that out of 1,542,454
deaths in 1950, there were 7,618 attributed to primary cancer of the
trachea, bronchus and lung. Of this number, 6,5él were among people past
50 years old and 4,167 were over 60, In the same year, 10,695 deaths were
attributed to eitherprimary or secondary cancer of the trachea, bronchus

and lung, and of these, 9,262 patients were over 50 years of age and 6,340

were over 60,

5., Q. Is the cause of lung cancer known?

A, No. There is agreement that no one factor can be singled out as

causing cancer of the lung.

6., Q. What are some of the suspected causest

A, Most researchers believe there has beén a real increase of lung
cancer in the past 50 years, These sclentists, therefore, seek for some-
thing that has come into the lives of people during that period that might
help bring on the disease, Many cencers reaching the lung start elsewhere
in the body. One factor that all recognize is that more people are living

longer and therefore are more apt to develop such a degenerative disease,


















